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Reading is meant to bring pleasure, to develop one’s mind, to 

extend one’s knowledge and understanding, and to develop 

one’s appreciation of a global culture.  These award winning 

titles were selected to offer opportunities for students to 

continue their reading throughout the summer. 

 

This booklet was designed to provide a menu of books for 

middle school students.  Books on many reading and interest 

levels, as well as, books that reflect our multi-cultural society, 

have been included. These titles are recommended by various 

award winning groups such as the Children’s Book Council, 

Children’s Choice Awards, Caldecott Awards, Newbery 

Awards, Notable Social Studies Trade Books, Outstanding 

Science Trade Books, Coretta Scott King Award, Robert F. 

Sibert Informational Book Medal, The Geisel Award, and The 

Pura Belpré Award, Author Honor Books, and Illustrator Honor 

Books. Individual schools may have their own reading lists 

which may be found on the individual school websites. 

 

It is recommended that parents take an active interest in the 

selection of the books their child wants to read.  Parents should 

encourage their child to read in depth not only authors or themes 

which are intriguing to them but to read a variety of texts from 

different social and cultural perspectives.  Being involved in the 

book selection offers the parent an opportunity to assist his/her 

child in making appropriate selections and to share in the child’s 

reading accomplishments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Books have made a difference for yesterday’s 

readers who have become today’s heroes.  We must 

pass the legacy along by keeping literature alive.  

Who knows what tomorrow’s heroes will have to be?  

Assuredly they will need personal strength, the 

conviction of ideals, and compassion--the common 

ground for literature.” 

 

Bernice E. Cullinan and M. Jerry Weiss, Books I Read  

When I Was Young, The Books of Famous People 
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TITLE AUTHOR GENRE 

8th Grade Super Zero      Rhuday-Perkovich, Olugbemisola Fiction 

13 Tennessee Ghosts and Jeffrey Windhaam, Kathryn Tucker Folk Tales/Myths 

20,000 Leagues Under the Sea Verne, Jules Science Fiction 

90 Miles to Havana  Flores-Galbis, Enrique Nonfiction 

33 Multicultural Tales to Tell DeSpain, Pleasant Folk Tales/Myths 

50 American Heroes Every Kid Should  Deneberg, Dennis; Roscoe, L Historical Fiction 

A Beekeeper’s Year Johnson, Sylvia A. Non-Fiction 

A Boy at War: A Novel of Pearl Harbor Mazer, Harry Historical Fiction 

A Chocolate Moose for Dinner Gwynne, Fred Fiction 

A Farewell to Manzanar Jouston, Jeanne W & James  Historical Fiction 

A Giraffe and a Half Silverstein, Shel Poetry 

A Girl Named Disaster Farmer, Nancy Fiction 

A Light in the Attic Silverstein, Shel Poetry 

A Light in the Forest Richter, Conrad Historical Fiction 

A Long Walk to Water  Park, Linda Sue Realistic Fiction 

A Parrot in the Oven Martinez, Victor Fiction 

A Sudden Silence Bunting, Eve Realistic Fiction 

A Tale Dark and Grimm  Gidwitz, Adam Fiction 

A Thousand Never Evers Burg, Shana Historical Fiction 

A Week in the Woods Clements, Andrew Fiction 

A Wizard of Earthsea (series) LeGuin, Ursula Science Fiction 

A Year Down Yonder (series) Peck, Richard Historical Fiction 

Acquaintance with Darkness Rinaldi, Anne Historical Fiction 

Across Five Aprils Hunt, Irene Historical Fiction 

Acting Out Chanda, Justin Drama 

Adaline Falling Star Osborne, Mary Pope Folk Tales/Myths 

After Ever After Sonnenblick, Jordan Fiction 

AIDS Govlin, James Cross Nonfiction 

Alchemy and Meggy Swann Cushman, Karen Fiction 

Alias (series) Mason, Lynn Science Fiction 

Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream                Stone, Tonya Lee                       Nonfiction 

All the Way Home Giff, Patricia Reily Fiction 

Amazing Bone Steig, William Picture 

American Poetry Clinton, Catherine Poetry 

American Tall Tales Osborne, Mary Pope Tall Tales 

Anastasia Krupnik (series) Lowry, Lois Realistic Fiction 

And Then There Were None Christy, Agatha Mystery 

And Then What Happened, Paul Revere? Fritz, Jean Historical Fiction 

Animalia Base Graham Fiction 

Anna of Byzantium Barrett, Tracy Historical Fiction 

Anne Frank and Me Bennett, Cherie Historical Fiction 

Anne of Green Gables (series) Montgomery, L.M. Historical Fiction 

Annexed Dogar, Sharon Historical Fiction 

Anthony Burns: The Defeat and Triumph of a Hamilton, Virginia Historical Fiction 

     Fugitive Slave 

Aria of the Sea Calhoun, Dia Fantasy 

Around the World in Eighty Days Verne, Jules Science Fiction 

Art of Keeping Cool Lisle, Janet Taylor Historical Fiction 

Artemis Fowl Colfer, Eoin Science-Fiction 

Ashanti to Zulu Musgrove, Margaret Picture 

At Home with the Gopher Tortoise  Dunphy, Madeleine Science/Nature 

Babe: The Galliant Pig Smith, King Fantasy 

Baby Mammoth Mummy Frozen in Time    Sloan, Christopher  Nonfiction 

Ballad of Lucy Whipple     Cushman, Karen   Realistic Fiction 

Ballet for Martha: Making Appalachian Spring  Greenberg, Jan and Sandra Jordan Fiction 

http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=19805
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TITLE AUTHOR GENRE  
Baseball in April Soto, Gary Historical Fiction 

Baseball Saved Us Mochizuki, Ken Picture 

Bearstone Hobbs, Will Historical Fiction 

Beauty McKinley, Robin Fairy Tale 

Because of Winn Dixie DiCamillo, Kate Realistic Fiction 

Beetles, Lightly Toasted Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Realistic Fiction 

Before We Were Free Alvarez, Julia Historical Fiction 

Behind Rebel Lines Reit, Seymour Historical Fiction 

Belle Prater’s Boy White, Ruth Historical Fiction 

Betti on the High Wire Railsback, Lisa Fiction 

Big Nate: In a Class by Himself Peirce Fiction 

Biomimicry            Lee, Dora   Nonfiction 

Birchbark House Erdrich, Elizabeth Historical Fiction 

Birmingham Sunday Brimner, Larry Dane Historical Fiction 

Black Elk’s Vision: A Lakota Story    Nelson, S.D.   Biography 

Black Star, Bright Dawn O’Dell, Scott Historical Fiction 

Blizzard’s Wake Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Fiction 

Bloomability McKinley, Robin Realistic Fiction 

Blue Sword McKinley, Robin Science Fiction 

Bones: Skeletons and How They Work Jenkins, Steve 

Born too Short—the CoNon-Fictionessions of an Elish, Dan Fiction 

     Eighth Grade Basket Case  

Borrowed Children Lyon, George Ella Biography 

Boy of the Painted Cave Denzel, Justin Historical Fiction 

Boys Without Names  Sheth, Kashmira Contemporary 

Bronze Bow Speare, Elizabeth George Historical Fiction 

Bug Shots       Siy, Alexandra   Nonfiction 
Burning Up Cooney, Caroline B. Realistic Fiction 

Caddie Woodlawn Brink, Carol Ryrie Historical Fiction 

Candy Bomber: The Story of the Berlin Airlift’s   Tunnell, Michael O.  Nonfiction 

     “Chocolate Pilot”  

Can’t You Make Them Behave, King George? Fritz, Jean Historical Fiction 

Carver:  A Life in Poems Nelson, Marilyn Poetry 

Case Closed? Nine Mysteries Unlocked by Modern Science Hughes, Susan Science Fiction 

Castle Macaulay, David Non-Fiction 
Catching Fire (series) Collins, Suzanne Fiction 

Cathedral Macaulay, David Non-Fiction 

Catherine Called Birdy Cushman, Karen Historical Fiction 

Cell Wars Balkwill, Dr. Fran Science 

Cells are Us Balkwill, Dr. Fran Science 

Children of the Dust Bowl Lester, Julius Non-Fiction 

Children of the River Crew, Linda Realistic Fiction 

Children of the Wild West Freedman, Russell Non-Fiction 

Chinese Cinderella Mah, Adeline Yen Fairy Tale 

Christy Marshall, Catherine Historical Fiction 

Chronicles of Prydain Alexander, Lloyd Science Fiction 

Climbing Lincoln’s Steps: The African American Journey  Slade, Suzanne   Historical Fiction 

Come See the Earth Turn: The Story of Léon Foucault  Mortensen, Lori Science/Nature 

Come Sing, Jimmy Jo Paterson, Katherine Historical Fiction 

Cool Salsa Hughes, Langston Poetry 

Cotton Candy on a Rainy Day Giovanni, Nikki Poetry 

Countdown Wiles, Deborah Historical Fiction 

Cousins Hamilton, Virginia Fiction 

Crash Spineelli, Jerry Realistic Fiction 

 

http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20328
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TITLE AUTHOR GENRE  
Cut from the Same Cloth: American Women of Pinkney & Souci Myth & Legend 

     Myth, Legend & Tall Tale  

Dancing Teepees Sneve, Virginia Driving Hawk Poetry 

Darby Fuqua, Jonathan Scott Fiction 

Dark Emperor and Other Poems of the Night Sidman, Joyce Poetry 

Dark Thirty:  Southern Tales of the Supernatural Freedman, Russell Non-Fiction 

D’Aulaires Book of Greek Myths D’Aulaire, Ingri & Edgar Myth 

Dave at Night Levine, Gail Carson Historical Fiction 

Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave Hill, Laban Carrick Fiction 

Deadly       Chibbaro, Julie   Fiction 

Dealing with Dragons (series) Wrede, Patricia Fantasy 

Dear America (series) Various Authors Historical Fiction 

Dear Primo: A Letter to My Cousin  Tonatiuh, Duncan Realistic Fiction 

Death Watch White, Rob Fiction 

December Stillness Hahn, Mary Downing Realistic Fiction 

Dicey’s Song (series) Voight, Cynthia Realistic Fiction 

Dillon, Dillon Banks, Kate Fiction 

Dinosaur Mountain: Digging Into the Jurassic Age Ray, Deborah Kogan Science/History 

Dogsong Paulsen, Gary Fiction 

Dolphin Adventure Grover, Wayne Science 

Don’t Hurt Laurie! Roberts, Willo Dean Realistic Fiction 

Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Fabulous Life Russell, Rachel Renee Fiction 

Dork Diaries 4: Tales from a Not-So-Graceful Ice Princess Russell, Rachel Renee Fiction 

Dragon’s Gate Yep, Lawrence Historical Fiction 

Drawing from Memory                                                                Say, Allen                       Nonfiction 

Dreamkeeper and other Poems Hughes, Langston Poetry 

Driven: A Photobiography of Henry Ford   Mitchell, Don   Biography 

Drylongso Hamilton, Virginia Science 

Earth Heroes: Champions of Wild Animals Malnor, Bruce and Carol Science 

Earth Shattering Poems Rosenberg, Liz Poetry 

Earthquake Terror Kehret, Peg Fiction 

Echoes of the White Giraffe Choi, Sook Nyul Historical Fiction 

Efrain’s Secret Quintero, Sofia Fiction 

Eleanor Cooney, Barbara Picture 

Elephant Scientist                                O’Connell, Caitlin & Donna Jackson  Nonfiction 

Emerald Lizard:  Fifteen Latin American Tales to Tell DeSpain, Pleasant Science/Nature 

Erased by a Tornado!  Rudolph, Jessica Nonfiction 

Everglades George, Jean Craighead Non-Fiction 

Every Bone Tells a Story: Hominin Discoveries, Deductions,  Rubalcaba, Jill & Peter Robertshaw Science/Nature 

     and Debates  

Everything on a Waffle Horvath, Polly Fiction 

Exploring the Titanic Ballard, Robert History 

Extraordinary African-Americans from Colonial Altman, Susan Historical Fiction 

     to Contemporary Times  

Extraordinary Explorers and Adventurers Hoose, Phillip Historical Fiction  

Faithful Elephants: A True Story of Animals, Tsuchiya, Yukio Picture 

People, and War 

Face to Face With Manatees Skerry, Brian Nonfiction 

Falling Up Silverstein, Shel Poetry 

Far from Shore            Webb, Sophie   Nonfiction 

Farm  Cooper, Elisha Nonfiction 

Fever, 1793 Anderson, Laurie Halse Historical Fiction 

Finding Buck McHenry Slote, Alfred Realistic Fiction 

Finishing Becca Rinaldi, Anne Historical Fiction 

Flight #116 is Down Cooney, Caroline B. Realistic Fiction 

http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20406
http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20331
http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20333
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TITLE AUTHOR GENRE  
Flipped Van Draanen, Wendelin Fiction 

Flotsam Wiesner, David Fiction 

Fly High!  The Story of Bessie Coleman Borden, Louise; Kroeger, MK Picture 

Follow the Drinking Gourd Winter, Jeanette Picture 

For the Birds            Thomas, Peggy   Nonfiction 

Fort Mose: And the Story of the Man Who Built the First Free Turner, Glennette Tilley  Nonfiction 

     Black Settlement in Colonial America  

Francie English, Karen Historical Fiction 

Freedom Crossing Clark, Margaret Goff Historical Fiction 

Freedom’s Children Levine, Ellen Historical Fiction  

Frogs and Toads Balkwill, Dr. Fran Science/Nature 

From Sea to Shining Sea:  A Treasury of DeSpain, Pleasant Non-Fiction 

     Folklore & Folksongs 

From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler Konigsburg, E.L. Mystery 

Gallows Hill Duncan, Lois Science Fiction 

Gandhi Demi Picture 

Gathering Pearls Choi, Sook Nyul Historical Fiction 

Girls Think of Everything: Stories of Inventions Thimmesh, Catherine Non-Fiction 

     by Women 

Give a Boy a Gun Strasser, Todd Fiction 

Give Me Liberty: The Story of the Declaration of Freedman, Russell Historical Fiction 

Independent  

Global Warming Simon, Seymour Science 

Go Hang a Salami, I’m a Lasagna Hog and Agee, Jon Picture 

     Other Palindromes 

Gone With the Wind Mitchell, Martha Historical Fiction 

Good Night, Maman Mazer, Norma Fox Historical Fiction 

Graduation of Jake Moon Park, Barbara Fiction 

Grandfather Tales Chase, Richard Fiction 

Grandfather’s Journey Say, Allen Picture  

Grandma's Gift  Velasquez, Eric Realistic Fiction 

Grapes of Math:  Mind Stretching Math Tang, Greg Fiction 

Great Migrations: Whales, Wildebeests, Butterflies,  Carney, Elizabeth Science/Nature 

     Elephants and Other Amazing Animals on the Move  

Growing Patterns: Fibonacci Numbers in Nature Campbell, Sarah C. Nonfiction 

Growing Up in Coal Country Bartolette, Susan Campbell Nonfiction 

Gulliver’s Travels Swift, Jonathan Fiction 

Guts: The True Stories Behind Hatchet Brian Books Paulsen, Gary Biography 

Guyku: A Year of Haiku for Boys  Raczka, Bob Poetry 

Habibi Nye, Naomi Fiction 

Half Brother Oppel, Kenneth Fiction 

Hang a Thousand Trees with Ribbons Rinaldi, Anne Historical Fiction 

Harry Potter (series) Rowling, J.R. Science Fiction 

Heart of a Champion Deuker, Carl Fiction 

Heart of a Samurai   Preus, Margi Historical Fiction 

Heart to Heart Greenburg, Jan Poetry 

Heaven Johnson, Angela Fiction 

Her Stories: African American Folktales, Hamilton, Virginia Folk Tale/Legend 

     Tales & True Tales 

Heroines:  Great Women Through the Ages Hazell, Rebecca History 

Homesick: My Own Story Fritz, Jean Autobiography 

Honey Bees: Letters From the Hive.  Buchmann, Stephen Nonfiction 

Henry Aaron’s Dream  Tavares, Matt Biography 

Honus and Me Gutman, Dan Historical Fiction 

Horray for Diffendoofer Day! Seuss, Dr. Fiction 

http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20608
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TITLE AUTHOR GENRE  
Hostage Roberts, Willo Dean Realistic Fiction 

How to Clean a Hippopotamus: A Look at Unusual Animal Jenkins, Steve and Robin Page Science/Nature 

     Partnerships  

How We Crossed the West:  The Adventures of Lewis & C. Schanzer, Rosalyn Non-Fiction 

Hurricanes, Earth’s Mightiest Storms Lauber, Patricia Non-Fiction 

Hush Woodson, Jacqueline Fiction 

I Am an American: True Story of the Japanese Internment Stanley, Jerry Non-Fiction 

I Am the Cheese Cormier, Robert Non-Fiction 

I Dreamed of Flying Like a Bird: My Adventures  Haas, Robert B. Science/Nature 

     Photographing Wild Animals From a Helicopter  

I Feel Better with a Frog in My Throat: History’s Strangest  Beccia, Carlyn   Nonfiction 

     Cures  

I Heard the Owl Call My Name Craven, Margaret Fiction 

I Never Had it Made Robinson, Jackie Non-Fiction 

I, Too, Sing America: The African-American Book of Days Woods, Paula Poetry 

If Stones Could Speak: Unlocking the Secrets of Stonehenge  Aronson, Marc nonfiction 

Imani All Mine Porter, Connie Fiction 

Immigrant Kids Freedman, Russell Non-Fiction 

In A Circle Long Ago VanLaan, Nancy Myths/Legends 

In The Beginning: Creations Stories from Around the World Hamilton, Virginia Poetry 

In The Year of the Boar & Jackie Robinson Baolord, Bette Historical Fiction 

Incident at Hawk’s Hill Eckert, Allen Historical Fiction 

Incredible Journey Burnford, Sheila Realistic Fiction 

Indian Chiefs Freedman, Russell Non-Fiction 

Interstellar Pig Sleator, William Science Fiction 

Invisible Man Wells, H.G. Science Fiction 

It’s a Book Smith, Lane Fiction 

It’s Raining Pigs and Noodles  Prelutsky, Jack Poetry 

Izzy, Willy Nilly Voight, Cynthia Realistic Fiction 

Jack Tales Chase, Richard Folk Tales 

Jackie and Me Gutman, Dan Historical Fiction 
Jacob Have I Loved Paterson, Katherine Historical Fiction 

Jambo Means Hello Feelings, Muriel Picture 

Jar of Dreams Uchida, Yoshiao Historical Fiction 

Jimi Sounds Like a Rainbow: A Story of the Young  Golio, Gary Realistic Fiction 

     Jimi Hendrix  
Joey Pigza Loses Control (series) Gantos, Jack Realistic Fiction 

Johnny Tremain Forbes, Esther Historical Fiction 

Journey Home Uchida, Yoshiao Historical Fiction 

Journey to America Levitin, Sonia Historical Fiction 

Journey to Topaz Uchida, Yoshiao Historical Fiction 

Joyful Noise:  Poems for Two Voices Fleischman, Paul Poetry 

Julie of the Wolves (series) George, Jean Craighead Realistic Fiction 

Jumping the Nail Bunting, Eve Realistic Fiction 

Just a Dream VanAllsburg, Chris Picture 

Just Ella Haddix, Margaret Peterson Science Fiction 

Just Jane Lavender, William Historical Fiction 

Just So Stories Kipling, Rudyard Folk Tales 

Kakapo Rescue: Saving the World’s Strangest Parrot Montgomery, Sy Nonfiction 

Katy.com: My Story Tarbox, Katherine Fiction 

Keeping the Moon Dessen, Sarah Fiction 

Kingdom: Micro Monsters: Extreme Encounters With  Kingfisher, Nam Nguyen Nonfiction 

     Invisible Armies  

Kite-Fighters Park, Linda Sue Historical Fiction 

Kites:  Magic Wishes that Fly Up to the Sky Demi Picture 

http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20346
http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20346
http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20197


 7 

TITLE AUTHOR GENRE  
Kit’s Wilderness Almond, David Science Fiction 

Knee Knock Rise Babbit, Natalie Fantasy 

Knots on a Counting Rope Archambault, John Multicultural 

Lafayette and the American Revolution  Freedman, Russell Biography 

Land Taylor, Mildred Historical Fiction 

Last Book in the Universe Philbrick, Rodman Science Fiction 

Legendary Journeys: Trains    Steele, Philip   Nonfiction 

Letters from Rifka Hesse, Karen Historical Fiction 

Liar & Spy  Stead, Rebecca Fiction 

Liberty or Death: The Surprising Story of Runaway Slaves  Blair, Margaret Whitman Nonfiction 

     Who Sided with the British During the American Revolution 

Life in the Fat Lane Bennett, Cherie Fiction 

Life in the Mountains Bradley, Catreine Fiction 

Lightland McCutchen, H.J. Fantasy 

Lilies of the Field Barrett, William Fiction 

Lily’s Crossing Giff, Patricia Reily Fiction 

Lincoln: A Photobiography Freedman, Russell Non-Fiction 

Little Men Alcott, Louisa Mae Historical Fiction 

Little Women Alcott, Louisa Mae Historical Fiction 

Lives of the Artists Krull, Kathleen Non-Fiction 

Lives of the Athletes Krull, Kathleen Non-Fiction 

Lives of the Musicians Krull, Kathleen Non-Fiction 

Lives of the Presidents Krull, Kathleen Non-Fiction 

Lives of the Writers Krull, Kathleen Non-Fiction 

Living Up the Street Soto, Gary Biography 

Livvie Owen Lived Here     Dooley, Sarah   Fiction 

Looking Closely in the Rain Forest Serafini, Frank Science/Nature 

Lord of the Flies Golding, William Fiction 

Lost Boy, Lost Girl: Escaping Civil War in Sudan                  Bul Dau, John & Martha Arual Akech  Biography 

Love that Dog Creech, Sharon Poetry 

Lupita Manana Beatty, Patricia Historical Fiction 

Lyddie Paterson, Katherine Historical Fiction 

M.C. Higgins the Great Hamilton, Virginia Fiction 

Make Lemonade Wolff, Virginia Euwer Fiction 

Mammoths and Mastodons: Titans of the Ice Age Bardoe, Cheryl Science/Nature 

Manatee Scientists           Lourie, Peter   Nonfiction 

Many Thousand Gone Hamilton, Virginia Historical Fiction 

Many Voices:  True Tales from America’s Past Weaver, Mary C. Non-Fiction 

Mary Bloody Mary Meyer, Caroline Historical Fiction 

Masterpiece Broach, Elise Fiction 

Matilda Bone Cushman, Karen Historical Fiction 

Max (series) Patterson, James  Fiction 

Me, Frida  Novesky, Amy Realistic Fiction 

Meanwhile  Shiga, Jason Graphic Novel 

Megan’s Island Roberts, Willo Dean Realistic Fiction 

Michael Vey (series)     Evans, Richard Paul  Science Fiction 

Mick Harte Was Here Park, Barbara Realistic Fiction 

Milo: Sticky Notes and Brain Freeze   Silberberg, Alan   Fiction 

Mine Eyes Have Seen Rinaldi, Anne Historical Fiction 

Miracle Boys Woodson, Jacqueline Fiction 

Mirror, Mirror: A Book of Reversible Verse Singer, Marilyn Poetry 

Miss Alaineus: A Vocabulary Disaster Frasier, Debra Fiction 

Missing in Action Hughes, Dean Fiction 

Missing May Rylant, Cynthia Fiction 

Mississippi Siebert, Diane Science/Nature 

http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20212
http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20349
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TITLE AUTHOR GENRE  
Mississippi Bridge (series) Taylor, Mildred Historical Fiction 

Moby Dick Melville, Herman Science Fiction 

Moon over Manifest   Vanderpool, Clare Historical Fiction 

Moonbird: A Year on the Wind with the Great Survivor B95  Hoose, Phillip M. Nonfiction 
Moonshot Floca, Brian Historical Fiction 

Morning Girl  Dorris, Michael Historical Fiction 

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH O’Brien, Robert C. Fantasy 

My America:  A Poetry Atlas of the Universe Hopkins, Lee Bennett Poetry 

My Havana: Memories of a Cuban Boyhood   Wells, Rosemary   Biography 

My Louisiana Sky Holt, Kimberly Willis Historical Fiction 

National Geographic Kids: The Ultimate Dinopedia Lessem, Don Science/Nature 

New Way Things Work, The Macaulay, David Nonfiction 

Next Year in Jerusalem:  3000 Years of Jewish Stories Schwartz, Howard Nonfiction 

New York City: An Illustrated History of the Big Apple  Platt, Richard   Nonfiction 

Nic Bishop Lizards  Bishop, Nic Science/Nature 

Night Wiesel, Elie Non-Fiction 

Night Hoops Deuker, Carl Fiction 

Night of the Twisters Ruckman, Ivy Realistic Fiction 

Nightjohn Paulsen, Gary Fiction 

Ninth Ward Rhodes, Jewell Parker Realistic Fiction 

Nora Ryan’s Song Giff, Patricia Reily Fiction 

Oceans: Dolphins, Sharks, Penguins, and More!  Rizzo, Johnna Science/Nature 

Oh, the Places You’ll Go Seuss, Dr. Picture 

Old Yeller Gipson, Fred Realistic Fiction 

¡Ole! Flamenco Ancona, George Nonfiction 

On Board the Titanic Tanaka, Shelley Historical Fiction 

On My Honor Bauer, Marion Dane Realistic Fiction 

On the Blue Comet Wells, Rosemary Fiction 

One Crazy Summer Williams-Garcia, Rita Fiction 

One Eyed Cat Fox, Paula Realistic Fiction 

Onion John Krumgold, Joseph Realistic Fiction 

Ostrich Boys   Gray, Keith Contemporary 

Our Only May, Amelia Holm, Jennifer Fiction 

Outlaw: The Legend of Robin Hood Lee, Tony Myths/Legends 

Out of the Dust Hesse, Karen Historical Fiction 

P.S. Longer Letter Later Danziger, Paula & Martin, Ann M. Realistic Fiction 

Palm of My Heart African American Children Poetry 

Pay It Forward Hyde, Catherine Ryan Realistic Fiction 

Pedro’s Journal Conrad, Pam Historical Fiction 

People Could Fly Hamilton, Virginia Non-Fiction 

Perfect Family Oughton, Jerrie Realistic Fiction  

Petey—Touching Spirit Bear Mikaelson, Ben Fiction 

Pictures, 1918 Ingold, Jeanette Historical Fiction 

Pickle: The (Formerly) Anonymous Prank Club of Fountain  Baker, Kim Fiction 

        Point Middle School 

Pigman Zindel, Paul Realistic Fiction 

Pinballs Byars, Betsy Fiction 

Pink and Say Poloacco, Patricia Picture 

Poetrees Florian, Douglas Poetry/Nature 

Poetry for Young People Poe, Edgar Allen  Poetry 

Poop Happened!  Albee, Sarah Nonfiction 

Poppy and Rye (series) Avi Realistic Fiction 

Preacher’s Boy Paterson, Katherine Fiction 

Project Seahorse Turner, Pamela S. Science/Nature 

Pyramid Macaulay, David Non-Fiction 

http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20625
http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20350
http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20621
http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20620
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TITLE AUTHOR GENRE  
Ragweed Avi Fantasy 

Random House Book of Poetry for Children Jones, Hettie Poetry 

Reaching Dustin Grove, Vicki Realistic Fiction 

Ready to Tell Tales Holt, David; Mooney, Bill Folk Tales 

Rebel McKenzie Ransom, Candice Fiction 

Redwall (series) Jacques, Brian Science Fiction 

Refusing to Crumble: The Danish Resistance in World War II Burgan, Michael     Nonfiction 

Remembering and Other Poems Livingston, Myra Cohen Poetry 

Resistance Jablonski, Carla Nonfiction 

Return to the Painted Cave Denzel, Justin Fiction 

Riddle of Penncroft Farm Jensen, Dorothea Historical Fiction 

Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes Dahl, Roald Poetry 

Rootabaga Stories Sandburg, Carl Folk Tales/Myths 

Roots and Blues  Adoff, Arnold Nonfiction 

Royal Diaries (series) Various Authors Historical Fiction 

Rumble Fish Hinton, S.E. Realistic Fiction 

Ruth and the Green Book  Ramsey, Calvin & Gwen Strauss Historical Fiction 

S is for Scientists: A Discovery Alphabet Verstraete, Larry Non-Fiction 

Safe at Second Johnson, Scott Fiction 

Saltypie: A Choctaw Journey from Darkness into Light  Tingle, Tim Autobiography  

Same Stuff as Stars Paterson, Katherine Fiction 

Sammy Keyes and the Hotel Thief (series) Van Draanen, Wendelin Fiction 

Sarah Bishop O’Dell, Scott Historical Fiction 

Saraswati’s Way  Schröder, Monika Contemporary 

Say Goodnight, Gracie Deavers, Julie Reece Realistic Fiction 

The True Story of School at Weedpatch Camp Stanley, Jerry Historical Fiction 

Scorpions Myers, Walter Dean Fiction 

Scrawl   Shulman, Mark Contemporary  

Searching for David’s Heart Bennett, Cherie Fiction 

Selling Hope Tubb, Kristin O’Donnell Fiction 

Send No Blessings Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Fiction 

Shadow of a Bull Wojciechowska, Maia Fiction 

Shadow  Lee, Suzy Fiction 

Shake, Rattle & Turn That Noise Down! How Elvis Shook  Stamaty, Mark Alan Autobiography 

     Up Music, Me and Mom  
Shane Schaefer, Jack Historical Fiction 

Shhh! We’re Writing the Constitution Fritz, Jean Historical Fiction 

Shiva’s Fire Staple, Suzanne Fisher Fiction 

Shooting Kabul Senzai, N.H. Contemporary 

Sideways Stories from Wayside School (series) Sachar, Louis Realistic Fiction 

Sign of the Beaver Speare, Elizabeth George Historical Fiction 

Silent Thunder: A Civil War Story Pinkney, Andrea Historical Fiction 

Silent to the Bone Konigsburg, E.L. Fiction 

Sing A Song of Popcorn:  Every Child’s Book of Poems Hopkins, Lee Bennett Poetry 

Sing Down the Moon O’Dell, Scott Fiction 

Skellig Almond, David Science Fiction 

Sky Sailors: True Stories of the Balloon Era   Bristow, David L.  Nonfiction 

Skywalkers: Mohawk Ironworkers Build the City  Weitzman, David   Nonfiction 

Slugs Greenberg, David T. Picture 

Smile  Telgemeier, Raina Realistic Fiction 

Sojourner Truth: Ain’t I a Woman? McKissack, Patricia Biography 

Soldier’s Heart Paulsen, Gary Historical Fiction 

Some Smug Slugs Edwards, Pamela Duncan Poetry 

Something Big Has Been Here Prelutsky, Jack Poetry 

Sonia Sotomayor: Supreme Court Justice   Bernier-Grand, Carmen T.  Biography 

http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20356
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TITLE AUTHOR GENRE  
Son of the Mob Korman, Gordon Science Fiction 

Song of the Gargoyle Snyder, Zilphia Keatley Historical Fiction 

Sounder Armstrong, William Realistic Fiction 

Sources of Light  McMullan, Margaret Fiction 

Spellbound McDonald, Janet Fiction 

Spiders in the Hairdo:  Modern Urban Legends Holt, David; Mooney, Bill Fiction 

Spies of Mississippi Bowers, Rick Nonfiction 

Spin a Soft Black Song Giovanni, Nikki Poetry 

Split Image Glenn, Mel Poetry 

Springwater Yep, Lawrence Science Fiction 

Squashed Bauer, Joan Fiction 

Stand Tall Bauer, Joan Fiction 

Star in the Storm Harlow, Joan Hiatt Historical Fiction 

Stickman Odyssey, Book 2: The Wrath of Zozimos Ford, Christopher Fiction 

Story of My Life Keller, Helen Nonfiction 

Sugar Changed the World: A Story of Magic, Spice, Slavery,  Aronson, Marc & Marina Budhos Nonfiction 

     Freedom, and Science  

Summer’s Bloodiest Days: The Battle of Gettysburg as  Weber, Jennifer L.  Historical Fiction 

    Told from All Sides   

Summer of the Monkeys Rawls, Wilson Fiction 

Summer of the Swans Byars, Betsy Realistic Fiction 

Surviving Hitler: A Boy in the Nazi Death Camps Warren, Andrea Biography 

Swamp Angel Isaacs, Anne Picture 

Tales for Telling from Around the World Medlicott Folk Tale/Legend 

Talking Walls Knight, Margy Burns Historical Fiction 

Tangerine Bloor, Edward Fiction 

Teammates Golenbock, Peter Picture 

Tex Hinton, S.E. Fiction 

Thank You, Jackie Robinson Cohen, Barbara Biography 

The Adventures of Benny Shreve, Steve Fiction 

The Adventures of Huck Finn Twain, Mark Historical Fiction 

The Agony of Alice (series) Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Realistic Fiction 

The Bat Scientists Carson, Mary Kay Nonfiction 

The Big Burn Ingold, Jeanette Historical Fiction 

The Black Pearl O’Dell, Scott Historical Fiction 

The Boggart Cooper, Susan Fantasy 

The Bomb Taylor, Theodore Historical Fiction 

The Book of Three Alexander, Lloyd Science Fiction 

The Book of Virtues Bennett, William Folk Tale/Legend 

The Brave Escape of Edith Wharton   Wooldridge, Connie Nordhielm Biography 

The Call of the Wild London, Jack Fiction 

The Captivating, Creative, Unusual History of Comic Books  Besel, Jennifer M.  Nonfiction 

The Cardturner      Sachar, Louis   Fiction 

The Case of the Vanishing Golden Frogs    Markle, Sandra   Nonfiction 

The Cay (series) Taylor, Theodore Historical Fiction 

The Children’s Book of Virtues Bennett, William Folk Tale/Legend 

The Chiru of High Tibet: A True Story Briggs Martin, Jacqueline Nonfiction 

The Clay Marble Ho, Ming Fong Fiction 

The Clown of God dePaola, Tomie Picture 

The Complete Human Body: The Definitive Visual Guide  Roberts, Alice Nonfiction 

The Count of Monte Cristo Dumas, Alexander Fiction 

The Cowgirl Way: Hats Off to America’s Women of the West George-Warren, Holly  Nonfiction 

The Dark is Rising (series) Cooper, Susan Fantasy 

The Day Martin Luther King, Jr. Was Shot Haskins, Jim Historical Fiction 

The Demon in the Teahouse Hoobler, Dorothy Historical Fiction 

http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20605
http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20606
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TITLE AUTHOR GENRE  
The Devil’s Arithmetic Yolen, Jane Historical Fiction 

The Diary of Piper Davis: The Fences Between Us   Larson, Kirby   Nonfiction 

The Doom Stone Zindel, Paul Science Fiction 

The Door in the Wall de’Angeli, Marguerite Historical Fiction 
The Double Life of Pocahontas Fritz, Jean Historical Fiction 

The Dreamer Ryan, Pam Muñoz Realistic Fiction 

The Education of Little Tree Carter, Forrest Fiction 

The Egypt Game Snyder, Zilphia Keatley Realistic Fiction 

The Eleventh Hour Base, Graham Poetry 

The Endless Steppe: Growing Up in Siberia Hautzig, Esther Historical Fiction 

The Eternal Romantic Creech, Sharon Poetry 

The Eternal Spring of Mr. Ito Garrigue, Shelia Fiction 

The Extraordinary Mark Twain (According to Susy)   Kerley, Barbara   Biography 

The Eye of the Dragon King, Stephen Fiction 

The Face on the Milk Carton (series) Cooney, Caroline B. Realistic Fiction 

The Family Under the Bridge Carlson, Natalie Savage Fiction 

The Fantastic Secret of Owen Jester O’Connor, Barbara Fiction 

The Fear Place Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Realistic Fiction 

The Fighting Ground Avi Historical Fiction 

The Firefly Letters: A Suffragette's Journey to Cuba  Engle, Margarita Realistic Fiction 

The Fires of Merlin (series) Barron, T.A. Science Fiction 

The Folk Keeper Billingsly,  Franny Folk Tales/Myths 

The Frog Prince Continued Scieszka, Jon Fiction 

The Ghost in the Tokaido Inn Hoobler, Dorothy & Thomas Historical Fiction 

The Ghost of Fossil Glen Defelice, Cynthia Mystery 

The Girl Who Loved Tom Gordom King, Stephen Realistic Fiction 

The Giver Lowry, Lois Science Fiction 

The Golden Compass (series) Pullman, Philip Science Fiction 

The Good Earth Buck, Pearl S. Fiction 

The Good, The Bad and The Barbie: A Doll’s History and  Stone, Tanya Lee   Nonfiction 

     Her Impact on Us 

The Graveyard Book Gaiman, Neil Fiction 

The Great Gilly Hopkins Paterson, Katherine Realistic Fiction 

The Great Kapok Tree Cherry, Lynne Science/Nature 

The Hero and the Crown McKinley, Robin Science Fiction 

The Hiding Place Boom, Corrie Ten Autobiography 

The Hive Detectives: Chronicle of a Honey Bee Catastrophe Griffin Burns, Loree Nonfiction 

The Hobbit (series) Tolkien, J.R.R. Science Fiction 

The Hound of the Baskervilles Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan Mystery 

The House of Scorpion Farmer, Nancy Science Fiction 

The Iceman Lessem, Don Historical Fiction  

The Iditarod Dream Wood, Ted Fiction 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret Selznick, Brian Fiction 

The Island Paulsen, Gary Science/Nature 

The King Who Rained Gwynne, Fred Fiction 

The Land I Lost: Adventures of a Boy in Vietnam Huynh, Quan Nhuong Biography 

The Lincolns: A Scrapbook Look at Abraham and Mary Fleming, Candace Nonfiction 

The Lightning Thief Riordan, Rick Fiction 

The London Eye Mystery Dowd, Siobhan Fiction 

The Man Who Loved Clowns Wood, June Rae Realistic Fiction 

The Member of the Wedding McCullers, Carson Fiction 

The Midwife’s Apprentice Cushman, Karen Fiction 

The Miracle Worker Gibson, William Biography 

The Misadventures of Lemony Snicket (series) Snicket, Lemony Fiction 

The Misfits Howe, James Fiction 

http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20196
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TITLE AUTHOR GENRE  
The Moonlight Man Wright, Betty Ren Fiction 

The Moves Make the Man Brooke, Bruce Fiction 

The Mysteries of Harris Burdick Van Allsburg, Chris Picture 

The New Kid on the Block Prelutsky, Jack Poetry 

The Night Fairy Schlitz, Laura Amy Fiction 

The Other Half of My Heart Frazier, Sundee T. Fiction 

The Other Side of Truth Naidoo, Beverly Historical Fiction 

The Outlaws of Sherwood McKinley, Robin Historical Fiction 

The Outsiders Hinton, S.E. Realistic Fiction 

The Patchwork Quilt Fournoy, Valerie Science Fiction 

The Princess Bride Morgenstern/Goldman Historical Fiction 

The Princess Diaries Cabot, Meg Fiction 

The Princess in the Pigpen Thomas, Jane Resh Fiction 

The Raging Quiet Jordan, Sherryl Science Fiction 

The Ransom of Mercy Carter Cooney, Caroline B. Historical Fiction 

The Raven and Other Poems Poe, Edgar Allen  Poetry 

The Red Pyramid Riordan, Rick Fiction 

The Road to Home Auch, Mary Jane Historical Fiction 

The Robin Makes a Laughing Sound Wolf, Sallie Poetry 

The Rose that Grew from Concrete Hughes, Langston Poetry 

The Sandburg Treasury Sandburg, Carl Poetry 

The Secret Garden Burnett, Frances Hodgson Realistic Fiction 

The Secret School Avi Historical Fiction 
The Secret to Freedom Vaughan, Marcia Historical Fiction 

The Shadow Club Schuster, Neal Science Fiction 

The Skin I’m In Flake, Sharon Fiction 

The Stinky Cheese Man and other Fairly Stupid Tales Scieszka, Jon Fiction 

The Strange Case of Origami Yoda  Angleberger, Tom Fiction 

The Story of Harriet Tubman McMullan, Kate Biography 

The Tiger Rising DiCamillo, Kate Realistic Fiction 

The Trees Stand Shining Jones, Hettie Historical Fiction 

The True Story of the Three Little Pigs Scieszka, Jon Fiction 

The Underneath Appelt, Kathi Fiction 

The Unicorn Chronicles Coville, Bruce Science Fiction 

The Upstairs Room Reiss, Johanna Nonfiction 

The View from Saturday Konigsburg, E.L. Fiction 

The Visit to William Blake’s Inn Nelson, Marilyn Poetry 

The Wall Bunting, Eve Fiction 

The Wanderer Creech, Sharon Fiction 

The War of the Worlds Wells, H.G. Science Fiction 

The Watsons Go to Birmingham Curtis, Christopher Paul Historical Fiction 

The War to End All Wars: World War I Freedman, Russell Nonfiction 

The Wave Strasser, Todd Realistic Fiction 

The Weavers’ Daughter Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker Historical Fiction 

The Whipping Boy Fleischman, Sid Historical Fiction 

The Witch of Blackbird Pond Speare, Elizabeth George Historical Fiction 

The Wreck of the Zanzibar Morpurgo, Michael Historical Fiction 

The Year of Impossible Goodbyes Choi, Sook Nyul Historical Fiction 

The Year Without Michael Pfeffer, Susan Realistic Fiction 

They Called Themselves the K.K.K.: The Birth of an   Bartoletti, Susan Campbell Nonfiction 

     American Terrorist Group 

Three Rivers Rising: A Novel of the Johnstown Flood  Richards, Jame   Historical Fiction 

Threads and Flames     Friesner, Esther   Historical Fiction 

Things Not Seen Clements, Andrew Science Fiction 

Ties That Bind, Ties That Break Namioka, Lensey Fiction 

http://www.nsta.org/recommends/ViewProduct.aspx?ProductID=20603
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TITLE AUTHOR GENRE  
Tiger Math:  Learning to Graph from a Baby Tiger Nagda, Ann; Bickel, Cindy Non-Fiction 

Time for Andrew: A Ghost Story Hahn, Mary Downing Science Fiction 

Titanic: Voices from the Disaster Hopkinson, Deborah Nonfiction       

Titanic Crossing Williams, Barbara Historical Fiction 

To Be a Slave Lester, Julius Historical Fiction 

Toning the Sweep Johnson, Angela Realistic Fiction 

Top Secret Garner, John Reynolds Fiction 

Trapped             Aronson, Marc   Nonfiction 

Trickster:  Native American Tales: A Graphic Collection Various Authors  

True CoNon-Fictionessions of Charlotte Doyle Avi Historical Fiction 

Tubman McGovern, Ann Non-Fiction 

Turnabout Haddix, Margaret Peterson Science Fiction 

Turtle in Paradise  Holm, Jennifer L. Fiction 

Twelve Impossible Things Before Breakfast Yolan, Jane Fantasy 

Twelve Rounds to Glory: The Story of Muhammad Ali Smith, Charles Biography 

Twenty-One Balloons duBois, William Pene Science Fiction 

Twisted Summer Roberts, Willo Dean Realistic Fiction 

Two Princesses of Barmarre Levine, Gail Carson Fiction 

Under a Red Sky: Memoir of a Childhood in Communist  Molnar, Haya Leah  Biography 

     Romania   

Unraveling Freedom: The Battle for Democracy on the Home  Bausum, Ann   Nonfiction 

     Front During World War I   

Under a War Torn Sky Elliott, L.M. Historical Fiction 

Under the Blood Red Sun Salisbury, Graham Biography 

Up a Road Slowly Hunt, Irene Fiction 

Vietnam: The Bloodbath at Hamburger Hill. 24/7: Goes  DiConsiglio, John  Nonfiction 

     to War  

Virginia Hamilton: Speeches, Essays, and Conversations    Edited by Adoff, Arnold & Kacy Cook Nonfiction 

Wait til Helen Comes: A Ghost Story Hahn, Mary Downing Science Fiction 

Walk Two Moons Creech, Sharon Historical Fiction 

Wanted Dead or Alive: The True Story of Harriet Tubman Bartolette, Susan Campbell Nonfiction 

Warriors Don’t Cry Beals, Melba Pattillo Nonfiction  

Watch This Space: Designing, Defending, and Sharing  Dyer, Hadley Contemporary 

     Public Spaces   

We Were There, Too! Hoose, Phillip Historical Fiction 

Whale Talk Crutcher, Chris Fiction 

When Molly Was a Harvey Girl    Wood, Frances M.  Fiction 

When Plague Strikes:  The Black Death, Smallpox, AIDS Govlin, James Cross Historical Fiction 

Where the Broken Heart Still Mends Meyer, Caroline Fiction 

Where the Sidewalk Ends Silverstein, Shel Poetry 

Where the Streets Had a Name     Abdel-Fattah, Randa  Fiction 

Whirligig Fleischman, Paul Fiction 

Who Moved My Cheese for Teens Johnson, Spencer Fiction 

Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears Aardema, Verna Folk Tale/Legends 

Why Save the Rain Forest Silver, Donald Nonfiction 

Windcatcher Avi Realistic Fiction 

Witches!:  The Absolutely True Tale of Disaster in Salem  Rschanzer, Rosalyn Nonfiction 

Witch of Fourth Street Levoy, Myron Historical Fiction 

Witness Hesse, Karen Fiction 

Wolf by the Ears Rinaldi, Anne Historical Fiction 
Woodsong Paulsen, Gary Fiction 

Woods Runner Paulsen, Gary Fiction 

Words with Wings: A Treasury of African Poetry & Art Rochelle, Belinds, ed. Nonfiction 

Yolanda’s Genius Fenner, Carol Fiction 

Zebrafish Reynolds, Peter  Fiction 
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TITLE AUTHOR GENRE  
Zeely Hamilton, Virginia Fiction 

Zen Ghosts  Muth, Jon J. Fiction 

Zia O’Dell, Scott Historical Fiction 

Zin!  Zin!  Zin!  A Violin Moss, Lloyd Picture 

Zink Bennett, Cherie & Gotteld, Jeff Science Fiction 

Zlata’s Diary Filipovic, Zlata Autobiography 

 

 

 

Quotes to Think About 
 
 

"Books were my personal pass to freedom. I learned to read at age three, and soon 

discovered there was a whole world to conquer that went beyond our farm in Mississippi."  

~ Oprah Winfrey 

 

 

"Not all readers are leaders, but all leaders are readers."  

~ Harry S Truman  
 
 
 

"A book is the most effective weapon against intolerance and ignorance."  

~ Lyndon Baines Johnson  
 
 

"If you are going to get anywhere in life you have to read a lot of books."  

~ Roald Dahl  
 
 

“The more you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more 

places you'll go.”  
  

 ~ Dr. Seuss, "I Can Read With My Eyes Shut!" 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.best-books-for-kids.com/roald-dahl.html
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BOOK RECOMMENDATION BY _______________________________ 

 

TITLE ___________________________________________________ 
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DESCRIBE IN DETAIL THE REASONS WHY YOU THINK OTHERS 

WOULD ENJOY READING THIS BOOK.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


